JANUARY 1987 No.139 


SEARCHLIGHT 


ANTI-FASCISTMONTHLY INCORPORATING CARF 


Contents 


Gaol for Tyndall's 
terrorist 


South Africa pushed 
Poor Man’s Bond 


Ex-NF leader in 
Guernsey 


British funds behind 
Contra rally 


Oldham anti-fascists 
acquitted 


1986 — The year of the 
political soldier; the 
final tie-up with 
loyalist terror 


What Their Papers Say 


Geordies oust NF 
Whispers 
International Round-up 


CARF; Exorcising the 
anti-racist demon; New 
consensus on ‘law and 
order’; Area Round-up 17-19 


CARF calendar of 
racism and resistance 
1986 


January 1987 


Published by Searchlight 
Publishing Ltd., 

37B New Cavendish Street, 
LONDON W1M 8JR. 

01-928 9801 

ISSN 0262-4591 


Printed by The Russell Press Ltd., 
45 Gamble Street, 

Forest Road West, 

Nottingham. 


Sales and circulation 
enquiries: 0663 43599 


TIME TO COME CLEAN 


What is it about war criminals that brings out in Mrs Thatcher the same 
response exactly as that which greets any attempt to get her to discuss 
security matters in the House of Commons? 

Last year, we had evidence that notorious killers like Klaus Barbie 
and Dr Josef Mengele had both had some connection with British 
intelligence services after the war. In spite of requests from MPs the 
government is still maintaining a firm refusal to disclose the contents of 
files held about them at the Foreign Office and the Ministry of Defence. 

Then it was established that a British government telegram to 
Commonwealth countries had effectively put a stop to war crimes 
prosecutions in the late 1940s. It turns out, astonishingly, that the 
signatory of the telegram was none other than Labour minister Manny 
Shinwell. 

The stonewalling approach was again used to block demands for 
information from a Canadian Royal Commission which was looking 
into how nazi criminals had entered Canada so easily after the war. 
Requests to London for help were met with a barrier of obstructiveness. 

More recently, it has become clear that groups of wanted nazis turned 
up in this country. One alleged executioner was found living in 
Edinburgh. 

Not surprisingly, the Soviet Union on whose territory and against 
whose people much of Hitler’s extermination programme was carried 
out, reacted with interest to these developments. According to recent 
reports in the Soviet press, they made a low key approach to Mrs 
Thatcher, not demanding the return of alleged criminals, but simply 
asking for an opportunity to discuss the matter. Her reply was brutally 
curt: the issue, she is said to have told them, is not open for discussion. 

There is hope, however, that this may end. An all party 
Parliamentary committee has now been set up to raise questions about 
Britain’s possibly murky deals with war criminals from all sides of the 
Commons. Perhaps even now the government may be forced to come 
clean. 

It will not be before time. 
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Gaol for 


“You are not a terrorist in the 
normal sense of the word, nor were 
you acting on behalf of some 
political group”. With these words 
Old Bailey Judge Richard Lowry, 
hearing his last case before his 
retirement, sentenced Anthony 
Lecomber to three years’ 
imprisonment on a series of charges 
relating to possesion of explosives. 

His words, and the method and style of 
the police investigation of Lecomber’s 
crimes have angered Mr Greville Janner, 
the Labour MP for Leicester East and a 
former president of the Board of Deputies 
for British Jews. Unknown to him, his 
name had appeared on a ‘hit list’ found at 
Lecomber’s home. Janner has asked the 
Lord Chancellor for an explanation of the 
judge’s stupid remarks and has requested 
that the Home Secretary demand of the 
police why he had not been warned of the 
potential danger he was in. 

Unfortunately this is but the tip of an 
enormous iceberg of police inaction and 
failure to stop Lecomber and his nazi 
associates conducting terrorist activities 
over many years. 

When Searchlight exposed a plot by Tony 
Malski and his nazi paramilitaries in the 
National Socialist Action Party to bomb the 
Notting Hill Carnival 5% years ago, the 
public were astounded. Special Branch and 
the Anti-Terrorist Squad had trailed far 
behind us in the investigation. 

With limited personnel and funds we had 
followed, with the help of Searchlight’s 
mole Ray Hill, a trail that led us through a 
terror network that spread from the south 
coast of England to Paris, Spain and 
Ireland, and back to this country to 
Malski’s South Oxhey home near London. 
The opportune exposure of the plot foiled 
the bombing but for some inexplicable 
reason Malski and associates were not 
arrested. 

One of Malski’s closest associates was 
Phil Kersey, a mortuary attendant at Guy’s 
Hospital in London and like Malski a 
former British Movement activist. The 
more we saw and heard of Kersey, the 
more we were convinced that this man was 
extremely dangerous. 

Eventually, after he had desecrated the 
Jewish cemetary at Streatham, we took a 
closer look at him. At that time he was 
single and living with his parents in 
Catford, South London. His home, 
frequently visited by nazis from all over the 
country, was said to be full of home made 
weapons, cross bows and high powered air 
rifles. 

But what horrified us most, and remains 
with us as a nightmare reminder of the 
downright degeneracy of these nazis, was 
Kersey’s use of the hospital mortuary for 
his macabre activities. First he 
photographed the dead bodies of black 
people with nazi stickers stuck to them and 
circulated the photographs in postcard 
form among his close associates. Then at a 
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secret nazi military survival camp he put 
parts of human bodies stolen from his work 
place into a cooking pot. Only after the 
meal was over did he tell his fellow nazis 
what they had been eating. 

Information about Kersey’s operations 
was passed to a senior CID officer in South 
London. And a dossier of other activities of 
Malski’s group was presented to the former 
MP and former Searchlight editor, Joan 
Lestor, who passed it at once to the Home 
Secretary. No action was taken. 

Tony Lecomber, whose real name, East, 
was for some obscure reason never read out 
at the Old Bailey trial, started to attract our 
attention more than two years ago. His 
association with Kersey was one very good 
reason for that; another was his connection 
with Joe Short, a synagogue arsonist and 
satanist and a former National Front 
student organiser. Kersey, it appeared, was 
helping East with bomb making activities 
and Short helped him with a campaign to 
send 18th birthday cards to local voters in 
Redbridge which urged them to join the 
British National Party. 

East had by then become a leading figure 
in John Tyndall’s British National Party 
and the slogans appearing all over 
Redbridge marked that association — 
many were also accompanied by swastikas. 

When Tyndall appointed him editor of 
the BNP’s youth paper, Young Nationalist, 
Searchlight joined a queue of organisations 
and individuals demanding that the 
Director of Public Prosecutions take action 
against him under the Race Relations Act. 
He was then using the name Tony Wells. 
The DPP’s office asked Redbridge police 
to start investigations for such an action but 
they clearly dragged their feet over it. 

At this time it was clear that East’s 
brother was also an active nazi and his 
mother sympathised with his views, to say 
the least. 


East had served in the Royal 
Greenjackets for eight months in 1980 and 
had also spent some time in the territorial 
army. During the last three years he was 
arrested and convicted twice for causing 
criminal damage. 

In July 1985 Mrs Kassam and her three 
children died in a racist fire bombing at 
their home in Redbridge. It was the third 
attack on the property and investigations 
have revealed that it was just one of a whole 
series of racist and anti-Jewish actions in 
the area over a period of about three years. 

Searchlight gave the murder squad 
investigating the Kassam killings a list of 
local nazis and racists and we understand 
that everyone of the list was interviewed 
including Mr East. East was held by the 
police for some time and admitted to being 
out on the night of the crime but produced 
two men who provided an alibi for his early 
morning drive. It appears that both these 
men were former British Movement 
members. Whether the police were aware 
of this remains to be seen. 

When Anti-Fascist Action was formed in 
July 1985, East organised a paramilitary hit 
team consisting of 40 nazis from several 
different groups to attack the hall where the 
inaugural meeting was taking place. Both 
the police and Searchlight were aware of 
this plan and the police were able to 
frustrate it by setting a trap. 

East was driving around with several 
home made hand grenades in his car ready 
for that operation, his intention being to 
hurl one into the crowded hall. Shortly 
afterwards Searchlight informed two 
Special Branch officers that East had a 
supply of bombs. But we were told: “He’s a 
wanker, he’s not got the bottle to have any 
bombs”. 


In November 1985 East tried to join 


Militant in East London. They were 
suspicious of him. But before any further 
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There is no evidence that Malski is capable of mustering more than a hendful 
of supporters at any one time, or that he has access to a stockpile of weapons 
or firearms in particular. 


His claims of organising and leading paramilitary groups are regarded as boastful 
and almost entirely imaginary. 


In these circumstances I do not consider that any useful purpose would be served 
in asking the police to interview Malski, or any other person 

with this document. Such a course of action would be far mo 
harmful result, in that it would increase Malski's standing among his supporters 
and feed his own desire for attention. 


Above: extracts from a letter to Joan Lestor 
mistakenly rating Tony Malski as harmless. 
Left: an example of Malski’s writings witheld 
from the court. 
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developments could take place he blew 
himself up with a home made nail bomb 
close to the headquarters of the Workers’ 

Revolutionary Party in South London. 
Searchlight is convinced that the 
bombing was a politically directed act. At 
that time the WRP had split and each side 
was threatening the other. We think 
someone high up on the far right tried to 
exploit this as a cover for a terror bombing. 
In the car with East was another British 
National Party member, Andy Byrne from 
South London. But Kersey, who had 
sssnrne fF helped construct the bomb, was nowhere to 

a 5 be seen. 

Petenes ot rma wear. ompes Kersey was arrested some time later but 
for reasons that we still cannot fathom he 
was given unconditional bail with police 
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blessing. When he failed to turn up in court 
for a hearing last spring, the magistrate 
demanded to know what the police were 
playing at by letting this man run around 
when he had been charged with such 
serious offences. 

During their conduct of the case against 
Kersey the police made several in- 
explicable errors under Judge’s Rules 
which resulted in his acquittal. This was 
after the court had been shown the diagram 
for the bomb on the back of a mortuary 
receipt from Kersey’s place of work, which 
he admitted he had drawn. He also 
acknowledged that he was one of the three 
founders of the National Socialist Action 
Party with Tony Malski and John Sullivan, 
another former British Movement 
member. 

Kersey also admitted to the court that he 
was pro-nazi and anti-black and affirmed to 
a whole range of nazi ideas. 

The court heard that East had been a 
member of both the National Front and the 
New National Front, after following his 
fiihrer, John Tyndall, around the nazi 
political scene. He had also been an 
election agent for the BNP. He told the 
court that he held similar views to Kersey 
and admitted to viewing the Workers’ 
Revolutionary Party with disdain. 

What MPs and others want to know now 
is how, in view of East’s history of violence 
and extremism, this old fool of a judge 
could say that the man was not a terrorist. 
How could he fail to see a link between 
political and racial terror and a party led by 
nazi John Tyndall who has convictions for 
paramilitary organisations and possession 
of fire arms and who sheltered inside his old 
organisation, the Greater Britain 
Movement, the bulk of the nazi synagogue 
arsonists in the mid sixties? 

Mr East will be out of prison, allowing 
for good behaviour, in 13 months. The 
Kassams are dead forever. 


The Poor Man's 
JAMES BOND 


Kurt Saxon 


Former NF leader turns up as 
‘respectable’ Guernsey businessman 
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Tony Webber (centre) at a recent presentation ceremony for funds for the Guernsey Hockey Club. 


A former National Front 
Parliamentary candidate and 
directorate member has surfaced in 
the Channel Islands as an active ally 
of the South African apartheid 
regime. Searchlight investigates. 


Guernsey has two dubious claims to 
fame: the wartime collaboration of some of 
its inhabitants with its nazi occupiers and its 
use by spivs and city sharks as an offshore 
tax haven. 

Now it can add to its tacky record with 
the presence on its soil of Anthony C 
Webber, late of the National Front 
directorate and twice an NF parliamentary 
candidate at Wolverhampton North East in 
the general elections of February and 
October 1974. 

Webber, a graduate of the City of 
London Polytechnic’s Business 
Management School, was then 22. He had 
joined the NF in 1968 when he was barely 
more than a child. His membership number 
was 9350. 

He had the misfortune to have as his 
agent in one of these elections Ron 
Davison, an NF activist from 
Wolverhampton who was sent to prison for 
a serious assault on a police officer in 
Coventry. When the judge gave him 18 
months, the NF responded by making him a 
local hero. 

When the Front split in 1976, Webber 
moved to the Strasserite National Party UK 
under the leadership of the late John 
Kingsley Read. With him went Dave 
McCalden, now based in California, and 
the nazi Whitehall civil servant, Denis 
Pirie. 

As well as serving on the National 
Front’s ruling directorate body, Webber 


had also acted as its Hampshire regional 
organiser and as an election agent, before 
his departure in 1976. 

It came as no little surprise that this rising 
star should be taken under the wing of 
former Monday Club member Roy 
Bramwell, who was a close friend of 
George K Young. Young is the man behind 
‘Tory Action’ and a former deputy head of 
M16. 

Bramwell owned property at 18 
Finborough Road in Earls Court, West 
London, where he had put up a violent 
young Monday Club _ activist, Tim 
Beardson. Beardson was a part-time Tory 
and part-time fascist and once stood as the 
NF parliamentary candidate __ for 
Westminster. In 1976 Webber lived at the 
same address. 


Secret dinner 


On 30 March 1979 the Clarendon Club 
held a top secret dinner party in the plush 
Portman Hotel in London’s west end. It 
was attended by ‘Historiker’ David Irving, 
leading members of the League of St 
George, officers of Column 88 and same far 
right Tories. There, Webber and Beardson 
were brought together again. Webber 
seemed to know Irving very well indeed. 
Today Webber is a banker with M N 
Rothschild CI Ltd on Guernsey. He has 
wormed his way to the heart of many local 
community activities as a textbook example 
of the Strasserite ‘political soldier’ of the 
current far right British political scene. He 
is on the pure water campaign committee, a 
member of the local cooperative society, is 
involved in a campaign for community bus 
services, has stood for the local parish 
council, is on a local school management 


committee and plays a part in opposing the 
proposed nuclear power link with France. 

He is also the vice president of Guernsey 
hockey club and through this position has 
tried to bring white South African sports 
teams to the island. To promote such links 
he invited to Guernsey Philip Moolman, 
the ‘sports specialist’ at the South African 
embassy in London. Local anti-apartheid 
activists exposed this move publicly and 
Webber’s former NF membership is now 
public knowledge on the island. 

During the last war the Channel Islands 
were split between those who helped the 
nazi invaders and those who joined some 
form of resistance. At the end of the war 
the British authorities were reluctant to 
prosecute those who helped the nazis. 
Instead they moved large numbers of them 
to the west country or the Commonwealth. 
The nazis had used thousands of forced 
labourers and Soviet prisoners of war as 
slave labour on the islands many of whom 
were beaten to death. 

We hope that M N Rothschild will take 
immediate steps to disassociate itself from 
this man and his activities. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ GILBERT AND GEORGE 


Gilbert and George have won the £10,000 Turner 
Prize for art. A photo work called “Patriots”, 
showing skinheads has led to accusations that they 
were glorifying fascism. Another work was called 
“Paki’’. Gilbert and George claim that their use of 
the word was meant as innocently as “Brit”. Other 
titles have been “Poof’’, “Bollocks”, and “Smash 
the Reds”. Recent works have been of taboo 
subjects, and have included photographs of 
human excrement. (Guardian 26.11.86, The 
Independent 26.11.86) 


The CIA-backed campaign to boost the 
image of the Nicaraguan contra rebels 
in Europe reached Britain last month. 

A secretly-funded two-day ‘Conference 
for a Free Nicaragua’ brought together far- 
right foreign policy specialists and 
academics from America and Britain to 
discuss strategies to bring down 
Nicaragua’s elected Sandinista govern- 
ment. 

Right-wing Tory student organisers of the 
event denied that any of the high costs — 
believed to amount to tens of thousands of 
pounds — had come from the Washington- 
based multi-million dollar Heritage 
Foundation think tank. However, Heritage 
provided several of the speakers at the 
conference and its literature was freely 
available. The whole event seemed to show 
that the modern fund-raising and news- 
making skills learned by the dozen FCS 
members on their recent all-expenses paid 
trip to Heritage were being put to good 
effect. 

The British businessmen who put up all 
the money for the conference wanted no 
publicity, insisted organiser Marc Gordon, 
West Midlands chairman of the Federation 
of Conservative Students. 

The conference, which coincided with the 
dramatic revelations that profits from the 
US Administration’s secret arms trade with 
Iran had been illegally channelled to the 
contras, fits closely with a CIA plan to 
persuade Western governments and media 
that the contras are ‘freedom fighters’, not 
terrorists. Earlier last year US Government 
officials revealed that the CIA had paid the 
contras to travel in Europe and Latin 
America to promote their cause. 

Several British Government ministers 
turned down invitations to attend, but a 
female employee of the Foreign Office was 
seen at the first day of the conference. 

The conference is believed to have been 
the idea of David Hoile, ex-vice chair of the 
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FCS and founder of the Committee for a 
Free Nicaragua. In May 1985 Hoile went on 
tour with the contras alongside Michael 
Waller, national secretary of Young 


Americans for Freedom, who was a speaker 
at the event. 
Guest speaker was Arturo Cruz, leader of 


the contra umbrella group United 
Nicaraguan Opposition and one-time 
Sandinista ambassador to the US. Also in 
attendance were Charles Lichenstein, 
former US number two at the UN, now 
‘senior fellow’ at Heritage; Brian Crozier, 
author and former director of the Institute 
for the Study of Conflict; Congressman 
Robert Dornan, contra aid lobbyist and 
Californian member of the US House of 
Representatives; Lynn Bouchey, President 
of the Council for Inter-American Security; 


Above, left to right: L. Francis Bouchey, 
David Getty and Brian Grozier at the 
Barbican conference. Below left: Arturo 
Cruz. Below right: part of the agenda. 


CINEM. 
anion CONFERENCE CENTRE 


SATURDAY, 6 DECEMBER. 

10,00- 10.15 COFFEE / REGISTRATION 
10.15- 10.30 CHAIRMAN OPENS 
1030-1115 L FRANCIS re 
Presi 


dent, Council for Inter-American Security 
“ The Central preaches Context 


11.15- 12,00 BRIAN CROZIER 
Author and Soviet analyst 
“ Central American and Soviet Geopolitics! des- 
igns” 


12,00-12.45 DAVID REGAN 
Professor of Politics at Nottingham University 
“The Carribbean, Central America and N.A.T.0.” 
13,00- 14.30 LUNCH 
14.30-15.15 MICHAEL WALLER 
Researcher, Council for Inter-American Security 
National Secretary Young Americans for Free- 


dom 
“ The Nicaraguan Democratic Resistance 


AMBASSADOR CHARLES LICHENSTEIN 
Former U.S. Delegate to the U.N. 
Senior Fellow, Heritage Foundation 


15.15 - 16.30 


16.30-16.45 TEA 
16.45- 18.00 AMBASSADOR ARTURO CRUZ 
Political Director of the United Nicaraguan Oppo: 
sition 
Former Sandinista Government Member 
19.30-22.00 DINNER 


juest Speaker 
AMBASSADOR ARTURO CRUZ 


and Professor David Regan of Nottingham 
University. 

The 150-strong audience was made up of 
young right-wingers from Britain, Europe, 
South Africa and America. Past and present 
FCS luminaries were in attendance, as was 
their increasingly close friend Sir Alfred 
Sherman, former adviser to Mrs Thatcher 
and director of studies at the Centre for 
Policy Studies. 

Several speakers criticised President 
Reagan’s ‘soft line’ towards the 
Sandinistas, and urged a massive invasion 
of contras and American marines ‘to 
liberate the Nicaraguan people’. 


prveans 


MOLOTOV PRODUCTIONE f 


PRESENTS 


RACIAL ATTACK 


a 


INDIAN TAKE AWAY SERVING CAT AGAIN? a 
. 4 


oan 


DONT GET EVICTED. LEAVE THEM 70 US! 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ BOOT BOYS’ LAMENT 


A group of National Front skinheads in Egham 
have complained that they have been treated 
unfairly by the local paper. Several of them 
invaded the office of the Staines and Ashford News 
to protest. They said they weren’t fascists, and 
that it wasn’t their fault that they were involved in 
a fight in Egham the week before. They claimed 
they’d been victimised by students, who had spat 
at them. 

Runnymede Mayor, Maud Austin, has agreed 
to see a deputation from the National Front. 
(Staines and Ashford News 30.10.86) 


@ WIRRAL’S NF YOBS 


Racist yobs have daubed National Front slogans in 
an attack on a trade union’s offices. The attackers 
broke every window in the Birkenhead 
headquarters of the Transport and General 
Workers Union. 

The Labour Party in Wirral has called on the 
public to rid Wirral of the menace of the National 
Front. Racist graffiti and slogans have appeared 
on walls, park gates, shops and lamp posts, and 
the NF have been selling their paper The Flag in 
Grange precinct. Councillor Andrew Davies, 
deputy leader of the Labour group, said that the 
police must arrest and charge the people 
responsible for racist propaganda. 

*‘f and other colleagues will, if necessary, 
attempt a citizen’s arrest if we see racial abuse in 
public places” he said. 

Wirral NF claim to have been holding weekly 
meetings with up to 70 people. The local paper, 
the Wirral Globe, has urged Conservative and 
Alliance leaders to join the Labour Party 
condemnation of the NF. The paper said that the 
NF should not be allowed to sell their paper, The 
Flag in public places, and that the NF should not 
be allowed to hold marches or demonstrations in 
Wirral. (Wirral Globe 16.11.86, 20.11.86) 


@ HULL HARASSMENT 


Race hate groups are recruiting new members on 
Hull’s housing estates. Hull Council for Racial 
Equality have held a special meeting with 
Humberside Police. The CRE said that there has 
been harassment of black families, including 
death threats, racist slogans have been daubed on 
walls, and fascist literature has been distributed, 
including outside Hull City’s football ground. 

Police Race Relations Officer, Chief Inspector 
Terry Lamb, told the CRE that the police had a 
new system of recording race related crimes and 
wanted to stamp the problem out. (Hull Daily 
Mail 28.10.86) 


@ SELF DEFENCE ARRESTS 


Plain clothes police in Bolton arrested four Asian 
youths after battles between whites and Asians 
outside a school. No white youths were arrested. 
The incidents happened near to Smith Hills School 
and Bolton North Sixth Form College. The cases 
against three of the youths were adjourned. One 
of the youths, Ilyas Khan Ahmed, pleaded guilty 
to a breach of the peace. He was given a 
conditional discharge and bound over in the sum 
of £50 to keep the peace for 12 months. (New Life 
14.11.86) 


@ ROEDEAN GIRLS AND THE NF 


The National Front have addressed a meeting at 
Roedean public school. The NF addressed the 
school’s Political Society. Other speakers have 
included Ken Livingstone and black rights group 
New Direction. (Brighton Evening Argus 
22.11.86) 


@ GRIMSBY STUDENT ATTACKED 


A Sudanese student has been beaten up in a racist 
attack in Grimsby. He was racially abused and 
then attacked by a gang of five youths. He was 
beaten in the face with a piece of wood while his 
English wife and a friend looked on helplessly. 
The man was discharged after treatment at 
Grimsby District General hospital. Detective 
Inspector Tom Tennant of Gri:.sby police, said: 

“We are treating this as a particularly nasty 
assault. The colour of his skin and his voice seem 
to have played a part”. (Grimsby Evening 
Telegraph 4.11.86) 


@ STUDENT ‘NO’ TO NF 


Students across the country have just said no to 
the National Front. 

In Bristol, University students have decided not 
to invite the NF to speak at a debate. The students 
recently voted against a “No Platform” policy for 
fascists, and the British National Party wrote 
asking to speak in a debate. Union President 
David Gottlieb said that to invite the NF or BNP 
would be to stir up trouble. 

In York, the student’s union has written to the 
police to complain about a Remembrance Sunday 
march by the British National Party. The students 
say that the march posed a direct threat to racial 
minorities, including those among students. A 
small student counter-demonstration was 
attacked by BNP marchers who kicked women at 
the head of the student march. Seven arrests, all 
believed to be of BNP supporters, were made. 

In Preston, student’s union spokesman at 
Lancashire Polytechnic, Ray Chudley, described 
a National Front claim of support there as a “total 
fabrication”. (Western Daily Press, Bristol 
14.11.86, Yorkshire Evening Post 12.11.86, 
Lancashire Evening Post 21.11.86) 


@ LIVERPOOL FASCISTS ACQUITTED 
Liverpool British National Party organisers Ian 
Sloan and Ken Usher have been acquitted on 
charges of criminal damage to the radical News 
from Nowhere bookshop. 

The attack, one in a long series by the extreme 
right, took place on May 17 this year. Half a dozen 
white men produced hammers and smashed the 
shop’s windows, causing over £650 worth of 
damage. Sloan and Usher were identified by 
eyewitnesses. 

The trial took place at Liverpool Crown Court 
between 13 and 17 November. The prosecution 
was half-hearted, and avoided any reference to 
the defendants’ politics. Witnesses, on the other 
hand, were questioned about their political 
affiliations and criminal record, with no protest 
from the prosecution. Usher was acquitted on the 
judge’s direction and Sloan was found not guilty 
by the jury. 

Faced with the succession of attacks, News from 
Nowhere have announced a support scheme. 
Sympathisers and well wishers can join the News 
from Nowhere Conspiracy by paying a donation. 


1986 — THE YEAR 
OF THE POLITICAL 


SOLDIER 


1986 was the year that the political 
soldiers of the National Front began 
to put into effect the policy which 
Searchlight identified more than 
two years ago. The year has been 
spent preparing the organisation 
and its members for going 
underground and for the covert 
action campaigns of political 
violence which the Front’s leaders 
see as the next step after the failure 
of all other attempts to put its ideas 
into effect. 


The new strategy has been evolving 
since the end of 1984 when Martin 
Webster and the remains of the NF old 
guard were purged from the party. 
Another split this year has ensured that 
only the most committed supporters of 
a ‘strategy of tension’ waged by 
underground units of ‘political soldiers’ 
remain in the leadership and that all but 
the most fanatical are now being 
actively discouraged from membership. 

But it was only this year that what was 
a general shift away from. public 


political activity was given a specific 
framework when the Front began 


enthusiastically peddling the bible 
of right wing terrorist strategy, the 
American novel, The Turner Diaries. 
This outlined in blood chilling detail the 
planned race war which would be 
initiated by small groups of ‘political 
soldiers’ and culminate in genocide and 
nuclear strikes against Israel. 

Significantly, since the book was 
written by William Pierce, American 
leader of the neo-nazi National Alliance, 
an organiser from Pierce’s organisation 
was drafted over to the UK to put in 
hand restructuring of the NF’s party 
organisation. Garry Gallo, from 
Washington DC, spent several months 
with the Front, supervising affairs at 
head office and playing a leading role at 
the party’s ‘training centre’ on the 
Suffolk farm belonging to Front chair- 
man Nick Griffin’s father Edwin. The 
Turner Diaries has been distributed 
widely amongst NF members. 

Its impact quickly became apparent: a 
group of self-proclaimed NF members 
in Kent sent bomb-style devices to local 
papers and posed for photos wearing 
balaclavas and brandishing shotguns. 
These were distributed with 
communiques' threatening _ terrorist 


imagination.’ These units should, he 


protests against the gaoling of Joe 
Pearce for Race Relations Act offences. 
A leading NF activist from Kent now 
faces criminal charges arising from 
these activities. 

The trial of Tony Lecomber of the BNP 
(see page 3), the car bomb attack on 
former Front chairman lan Anderson’s 
Car in an internal feud, and the party’s 
continuing close links with Italian 
terrorist fugitives hiding in this country 
all added to deepening concern about 
the direction the NF was taking. 

It all received a _ remarkable 
endorsement in the middle of the year 
when former nazi leader Colin Jordan, 
now retired in Yorkshire, used the 
League of St George journal Nationa/ 
Review to expound at length on the 
future of British nationalism. From a 
position as something of an elder 
statesman in the nazi movement, he 
rubber stamped the Front’s current 
strategy, arguing that the days of right 
wing political parties were over and that 
elite ‘spearhead’ formations were now 
necessary to carry out actions which, he 
wrote, ‘for obvious reasons one cannot 
go into here and must leave to the fertile 


said, ‘operate on _ lines 
comparable to the special units 
of Otto Skorzeny’ (leader of 
Hitler's elite commandos). ‘A strict 
separation of the personnel of the 
overt from the underground activities is 
absolutely essential”, he added. 

Even as he wrote, however, the 
Front’s slide towards terrorism was 
opening up divisions within the party, 
as some began to question the wisdom 
of flirting so obviously with the likes of 
wanted Italian Roberto Fiore. Amongst 
the rebels were former chairman lan 
Anderson, Martin Wingfield and 
Andrew Brons, and their ‘street 
credible’ youth leader Joe Pearce, they 
have formed themselves into an 
oppositional internal faction, the NF 
Support Group, publishing their own 
paper, The Flag, and a magazine 
Vanguard. The split has become 
increasingly bitter with the Support 


Group accusing Front leaders Griffin, 
Derek Holland and Pat Harrington of 
‘insanity’, while they in turn are said to 
be MI5 agents trying to destroy the 
Front. 

Organisational changes in the Front, 
dressed up as a decentralising response 
to ‘state repression’ have had the effect 
of laying the basis for a cellular semi- 
covert structure, while the most recent 
AGM, held secretly in October and 
attended by only about 80 hand-picked 
activists, took steps to make 
membership even more exclusive than 
it has already become. From now on, 
unless unemployed, members will have 
to pay annual dues of £125. 

Significantly, the AGM itself was held, 
not as usual in a London hotel or hall, 
but at the East Anglian barracks where 
‘political soldiers’ are, weekend in and 
out, being ideologically and physically 
prepared for the new path. 


‘A strict separation of the personnel of 
the overt from the underground activities 
is absolutely essential’ 


— Colin Jordan 
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THE INSPIRATION: the NF’s own political 
soldier's handbook, The Turner Diaries with 
its blueprint for genocide, and Colin Jordan, 
who has given his stamp of approval. 


~~ 
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1986 — the 
final tie-up 
with loyalist 
terror 


The National Front established its 
first Belfast office as long ago as 
April 1974. The event was 
welcomed by the outlawed 
murderous Ulster Volunteer Force 
in its magazine Combat which 
offered its best wishes to the NF in 
Northern Ireland and expressed the 
UVF’s fervent hope that the NF 
would “go from. strength to 
strength.” 


Twelve years later the connection 
between the Front and the violent 
paramilitaries of six county Loyalism is 
more intimate than ever. Since the 
signing of the Anglo-lrish Agreement in 
November 1985 the Front has made the 
cause of Ulster Loyalism its number one 
obsession. Under the leadership of Nick 
Griffin and Derek Holland the Front 
believes that its odious philosophy will 
find eager converts amongst the 
disgruntled Loyalists of Ulster — many 
of whom have been made more 
susceptible to the hate-mongering of 
the NF having themselves been weaned 
on a rich diet of anti-Catholic sectarian 
hatred. 


‘Revolutionary situation’ 


Indeed the current NF leadership fore- 
see great things for their kith and kin 
in the six counties. In the March 1986 
edition of WNationalism Today NF 
chairman Nick Griffin could not have 
been more explicit in explaining the 
NF’s hopes for the future of Northern 
Ireland: “the situation in Ulster is fast 
becoming revolutionary. If things 
develop as they easily could, and if we 
influence them as we easily should, 
then our British Revolution will start in 
Ulster. The present situation in Ulster 
represents the best opportunity for a 
genuine National revolution anywhere 
in Europe. History beckons us we must 
not turn our backs!” 

The NF has gone to great lengths to 
prove to its Loyalist friends the depth of 
its commitment to “Ulster’s cause”. NF 
national directorate member John 
Fields is the party’s full-time liaison 
officer based permanently in the six 
counties. It is Fields who helps to forge 
ever closer links between the NF and the 
violent fringe of Uister Loyalist politics. 
Like his party boss, he is keen on 


Loyalist thug on rampage through Bridgwater. 


spelling out the NF’s readiness to 
encourage violence and destabilisation. 
In. an interview with the Belfast 
Newsletter on 29 September last year 
Fields was quoted as saying that if 
people who support the Republican 
struggle “in one way or another” were 
“taken out by the Loyalist paramilitaries 
we would be the first to applaud it.” It is 
hard to imagine a clearer statement of 
approval for random sectarian murder. 

Besides encouraging Orange 
violence the NF has made sure that 
selected members travel to the six 
counties for specialised training. Once 
there they have no doubt met such 
luminaries of the ‘3rd Position’ in 
Belfast as Andy McLorie head of the NF 
in the city who was jailed for two years 
for his part in a petrol bomb attack on 


the home of an RUC officer. 

At his trial McLorie was described by 
the Crown lawyer as the NF’s organiser 
in Belfast for the past five years. On the 
evening of the attack McLorie handed 
out petrol bombs to five men at his 
house telling them that they were going 
to get a “Catholic or a Peeler.” They 
eventually attacked the house of an RUC 
officer in Strand Town who was in the 
building with his family at the time. 

The trial judge told McLorie he was 
not being punished for being an active 
member of the NF but he _ did 
acknowledge McLorie’s influence over 
his co-defendants. 

Eleven other people were sentenced 
with McLorie including a 15 year old 
juvenile who received two years 
probation. This case provides yet more 
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disturbing evidence of the NF’s growth 
in Northern Ireland and its readiness to 
organise and actively participate in acts 
of extreme violence. 

Other groups of NF goons have been 
brought from England to assist the 
Loyalists. In violent demonstrations in 
Portadown and Rathcoole they have 
been prominent in attacking Catholic 
homes and injuring policemen. In the 
most recent edition of National Front 
News members were invited to travel to 
Ulster and “get where the action is”. 
Their travel costs will be paid from 
paper sales — 2,000 per issue, roughly a 
quarter of a million in mainland UK 
terms — and their presence over the 
water will “help build the NF in Ulster.” 


Hooded thugs 


Nick Griffin has made several trips to 
Ulster in the recent past and 
demonstrated to the faithful how a 
“political soldier” should act. When a 
gaggle of hooded and uniformed thugs 
seized temporary control of the village 
of Hillsborough — site of the Anglo-Irish 
Agreement — Griffin was standing at 
the side of lan Paisley and Peter 
Robinson, leader and deputy leader 
respectively of the Democratic Unionist 
Party. 

The Front does not merely cause as 
much trouble and misery as it can in the 
six counties; it actively pursues its 
sinister goals there. It is to the fore in 
advocating an Ulster UDI and the 
creation of an independent Northern 
Ireland state. The fevered imaginations 
of the Front’s leadership drool at the 
prospect of a violent Loyalist 
dictatorship, free from the restraining 
hand of Westminister’s scrutiny, able to 
deal__ effectively (i.e. slaughter) 
Catholics, Republicans, Socialists and 
anyone else who did not fancy the idea 
of living under a sectarian Loyalist 
tyranny. Perhaps such a state would be 
sufficiently influenced by the folkish 
racist ramblings of its NF friends and 
advisors that it might put them into 
practice. Is that what Griffin and Co 
mean when they talk of Ulster being the 
place where “our British revolution will 
start”? 

It is not only in Northern Ireland that 
the Nazis want to ferment as much 
disorder as possible. They have made it 
quite clear that the streets of cities and 
towns in Britain will soon be filled with 
“patriots” protesting about the betrayal 
of loyal Ulster. 

On 15 November 
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combined with members of the Orange 
Order to hold a protest march against 
the Anglo-irish Agreement in 
Bridgwater, constituency of Northern 
Ireland Secretary Tom King. A mob of 
400 people calling themselves “the 
Friends of British Ulster” made the day 
one that the residents of the quiet 
Somerset town will long remember. As 
the rampaging fascists entered the 
centre of the town their “protest” 
assumed the usual Nazi style of random 
and savage violence. Journalists and 
townspeople were attacked, a child was 
taken to hospital, an elderly man 
sustained a serious head injury and a 
young man was slashed across the face. 

On reaching the outskirts of the town 
the town the fascists were read a 
message of support from lan Paisley 
which was entirely appropriate as one 


NF’s Northern Ireland Organiser John Field at the East Belfast HQ. 


of the march’s leaders was an old side- 
kick of Paisley’s called the Rev. Brian 
Green, a tub-thumping Baptist preacher 
and former NF Parliamentary candidate. 
The police then read the Riot Act to the 
mob and told them not to march 
through the town again as their coaches 
would come to meet them. Sadly the 
police presence was woefully 
inadequate and the mob of NF thugs 
and Orange bigots arrogantly brushed 
past the police and marched back 
through the town. 

The speakers at the rally made it very 
plain that they plan many more 
demonstrations against the Agreement 
in towns and cities throughout the UK. 
The NF is determined to bring the 
violence and hatred of Ulster Loyalist 
protests to the streets of Britain. Anti- 
fascists everywhere must be vigilant. 


Obituaries on a musty menu 


Another year has passed in the history of 
Candour. Whilst other fascist publications 
have come, seen and failed to conquer, 
Candour has continued to meander along at 
its own strangely old-fashioned pace. Not 
for Candour the lurid headlines and 
obscenely racist cartoons which adorn the 
average fascist magazine. Instead, Candour 
is the olde world tea-shoppe of the fascist 
scene. But, beware of impressions: the 
cream inside its scones is as rancid as ever. 

Candour was founded in 1953 by A.K. 
Chesterton, the former leading light in Mosley’s 
pre-war British Union of Fascists. His new 
magazine, which proclaimed itself to the “The 
British Views-Letter” , was to be the mouth-piece 
of the League of Empire Loyalists. Already out- 
of-date at its birth, the League was to splutter on 
for several years, with Candour loyally urging its 
retired brigadiers and admirals to stand up to the 
Jewish conspiracy and to restore the glories of the 
British Empire. 


Rosine de Bounevialle 


In 1967, the League threw in its lot with the less 
refined types of the British National Party, in 
order to found the National Front. The tea- 
shoppe merged with a very greasy cafe, and A.K. 
Chesterton became the head chef, who wanted to 
serve traditional fare to customers ordering 
blood-red ketchup splashed on all racial dishes. 

Times passes. Chesterton quarrelled with NF, 
withdrew from active politics to concentrate 
upon Candour, and later passed on to the great 
segregated tea-shoppe in the sky. His editorial 
chair was filled by Rosine de Bounevialle, who 
seemed intent on transforming Candour into a 
monthly memorial to Chesterton, interspersed 
with unreadably pompous articles on Jewish 
conspiracies and Catholic theology. Each month 
would announce the passing of yet another 
stalwart from the days of the League of Empire 
Loyalists. The sun might never have set upon the 
Empire, but as Candour struggled through the 
’80s, the sun was always ineluctably slipping 
behind the horizon. The shadows in the old tea- 
shoppe were getting longer, and surely soon the 
faded menu of conspiracy and white supremacy 
would be posted for the last time. 


However, towards the end of 1985, some 
bright new, noisy customers burst onto the scene. 
Intellectual nasties from the NF were getting a 
taste for traditional fascist theories. And into the 
tea-shoppe they poured, leaving their motor 
bikes outside and loudly ordering the Special 
Conspiracy of the Day. However, the publicity 
brought by these new customers seems to have 
been all too much for Rosine. And this past year 
has seen Candour slipping back into its former 
leisurely, dust-inviting rhythm. 


Cracked pots 


January’s issue saw the old crockery being 
taken out of the side-board. Rosine reprinted a 
lengthy piece by Chesterton on Gandhi. In the 
main, the crockery consists of cracked pots. 
Candour was once again proclaiming the notion 
that India’s only hope for the future lay in the 
discovery “of a real leader who has no need of 
either homespun or fasting, but whose strength, 
patriotism and clarity of mind impel him to 
persuade the British to return and thus save the 
soul and mind and body of India”. 

The following month, Rosine was disclaiming 
that the leather-jacket bikers of the NF had been 
patronising her establishment. How rude of Time 
Out and Searchlight to suggest otherwise. The 
same issue contained an advertisement for 
Spearhead, edited, published, written and largely 
read by John Tyndall. Of course, when Tyndall 
was younger, and his blonde hair could still be 
stretched across the proud Aryan skull, he had 
been much too uncouth for the taste of A.K. But 
time passes. And hasn’t Tyndall copied Hitler in 
his taste for sticky cream cakes? 

The very next issue (March and April’s 
combined effort) saw a welcome to another old- 
time Hitler admirer. Wiping the remains of a 
chocolate eclair from his mouth came Colin 
Jordan. The ageing, would-be British Fuhrer 
wrote in praise of an even older Fuhrer, or rather 
deputy-Fuhrer. Jordan’s position on _ the 
continuing imprisonment of Rudolf Hess is 
racially predictable. 

Hess, Gandhi, Colin Jordan — it’s just like old 
times. But old Father Time seldom mistakes 
reminiscing for reality. The same issue of 
Candour contains the familiarly sad, little 
paragraphs which record the passing of old 
racists, taking their disappointments and their 
bitternesses with them.Candour regretted deeply 
the death of Mrs Daphne Gordon-England, at 
the age of 94: her husband had been an aviation 
pioneer and “she was of a breed we can hardly do 
without”. Also gone was another “stalwart 
Loyalist”. And in heavy type, to mark the extra 
heaviness of heart, Rosine de Bounevialle 
recorded the passing of “A.K. Chesterton’s first 
and most generous sponsor”: Lady Elizabeth 
Freeman, MBE. 

Today’s generation of fascists tend not to 
sandwich their names between titles and 
decorations. Lady Freeman’s “wisdom” is 
displayed in the following edition (July/August). 
Dispiriting wisdom it is too. It’s the wisdom to 
which A.K. pretended. And it consists of the 
claim that behind all the vicissitudes of politics 
lies the hidden hand of Jewish conspiracy. Thus 


Colin Jordan 


Lady Freeman’s postumously published analysis 
of South Africa concludes with the statement that 
whole article is “an effort to persuade readers that 
there is a very cogent argument in support of the 
Conspiracy Theory”. 

As the autumn chill crept into Candour, so 
there were more passings to be lamented. In 
September it was goodbye to Austen Brooks, for 
years the paper’s deputy editor. A giant of six 
foot four inches, Brooks had been prone to 
nervous bouts, no doubt precipitated by paranoid 
visions of Jewish conspiracies. Also departed was 
Mrs Joyce Gittens, a former member of the 
British Union of Facists. She had been married to 
Anthony Gittens, who had been chairman of the 
Britons Publishing Company, _ specialist 
purveyors of anti-semitic material. Publications 
from Britons Publishing Company continue to be 
recommended by fascist groups, even as the old 
generation of anti-semites leaves the all-white 
tea-shoppe for the final time. 


Christmas crackers 


October’s issue bewails “another stalwart gone”. 
This time it is Hamish Frasher. However, the 
diminishing band of customers can look forward 
to Christmas, for Candour provides a list of 
“books for Christmas”. There’s works by A.K. 
Chesterton, all at give-away prices. So are the 
more recent books denying that the Holocaust 
had ever occurred. Lastly there’s a special 
bargain: two issues of Candour for the price of 
fifty pence. But not just any two issues. These are 
the issues which contain the mouth watering 
delicacy, “Poor Perfidious Jews parts I and IT”. 

As the dust settles upon the tea-cakes, let us 
take advantage of the gloom and tip-toe unseen 
out of the tea-shoppe. We cannot help glancing at 
the latest menu: there’s a long quotation from 
Adolf Hitler, praising the British Empire; there’s 
also the remark that “AIDS seems to be a pretty 
good thing”. Let’s close the door quietly and 
inhale deeply the fresh air outside. 
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Months of determined 
campaigning by anti-fascists at 
Newcastle’s St. James Park 
football ground has begun to pay 
off. 


At the beginning of the year, local NF 
nazis seemed to have well and truly 
established themselves amongst 
Newcastle United fans, a fact which 
caused much local concern. 

Hardly a match was played at the 
ground without the loathsome presence 
of the NF both inside and outside the 
stadium and the Front was able to boast 
that the Geordie fans were amongst 
their most dedicated followers. 

So much so that at the time of the 
European Cup Final tragedy at the 
Heysel stadium in Brussels, in which 38 
people died, the NF was proudly 
proclaiming in its youth paper, Bulldog, 
that Newcastle fans had gone to the top 
of the NF’s ‘Racist League’. 

Bulldog also bragged that NF thugs 
were ‘of course Newcastle United’s very 
own Service Squad’. 

Proof of the Front’s grip on the 
Newcastle terraces seemed to be 
confirmed at the end of 1985, when four 
local nazis, including long-standing 
organiser, Gordon Stridiron, walked 
free from a Tyneside courtroom, after 
being acquitted on 14 charges of 
incitement to racial hatred. 

The nazis’ activities had included 
selling NF publications and putting up 
racist stickers. 


Preston 


After keeping its head down for 
several years, the National Front 
is trying to get a foothold in 
Preston once again. 

Already, the Front claims that it is 
doing regular leaf-letting in the town 
centre and has said that it plans to 
extend its activity into local schools. 

Response to the news of revived nazi 
activity has been almost unaminously 
hostile. The police, via Chief Super- 
intendant Ken MacKay, urged the NF to 
think again about the march they have 
threatened to organise in the town. 

He said that such an event ‘would 
initiate racial problems’ and promised 
action to ‘avoid trouble’ if the plan to 
leaflet schools goes ahead. 

Anything involving the Frontis likely 
to involve disorder so Mr MacKay will 


GEORDIES OUST NF 


But work to 


As Searchlight reported at the time: 
‘Police officers told how, inside the 
ground, fans waved bananas, did 
monkey impersonations and shouted 
racist abuse whenever a black player 
touched the ball’. 

But by distributing thousands of anti- 
fascist and anti-hooligan stickers and 
leaflets, the Tyneside and District Anti- 
Fascist Association had done an 
excellent job in turning the tide against 
the fascists. And, the numbers turning 
out to voice opposition to the NF have 
increased. 

Encouragingly, the TDAFA is now 
receiving a regular flow of letters from 
young Newcastle fans who have been 
sickened by the racism at St. James’ 
Park. 

Now, the Front is in retreat. At the 
recent Newcastle-Watford match, only 
local organiser Colin Todd turned up to 
dish out NF material. 

Obviously angry that his colleagues in 
the Master Race had taken fright, Todd 
decided to vent his fury on the TDAFA 
banner by kicking it over. . . only to 
find himself under citizen’s arrest by 
Labour Councillor, Nigel Todd and 
TDAFA President, Alec Mc Fadden, 
who delivered him to the police. 

Todd has not been having a good time 
of it lately. First, some of his close 
friends in the NF showed their love for 
him by breaking his arm. Then he was 
arrested in Oldham in July and fined for 
being in possession of a knuckleduster at 
a banned NF march. 


be done in 


probably be quite busy. During the early 
1970s, Front members in Preston gained 
notoriety for their brutal assaults on 
political opponents and, in 1980, 
provoked a major clash in the town, 
resulting in 23 arrests. 

NF organiser and Ulster Loyalist, 
John McShane, who though 
‘unemployed’ works ‘full-time’ for the 
Front has boasted to the Lancashire 
Evening Post that over 60 people 
attended Preston NF’s inaugural 
meeting and claimed that the branch is 
supported by students at the Preston- 
based Lancashire Polytechnic. 

Observers at the Front’s annual 
defilement of Remembrance Sunday 
noted a 45-strong contingent from the 
area. Most of them appeared to be 
skinheads. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


@ ANDREW BRONS ON HOOLIGAN BUS 


Andrew Brons, former chairman of the National 
Front travelled on the same bus as a group of late 
night hooligans. He later spoke in court in defence 
of the youths and blamed police for the trouble. 

Harrogate magistrates convicted seven youths 
of public order offences in connection with the 
incident, during which two police officers were 
assaulted. Nicholas Bailey, (24), was jailed for six 
months, Paul Bailey, (22), and Andrew Norton, 
(22), for two months, and Paul Magarny, (20), 
was given two months in a detention centre. 
Michael Waud, (21), was fined £200, and Anthony 
Pedel, (21), and Ian Harvy, (24), were fined £100 
each. 

In Mayfield Grove, Harrogate, an Indian 
owned newsagent’s shop has suffered a series of 
attacks. Now one of the companies which supplies 
Mr Harish Taylor’s shop has offered a £50 reward 
in an attempt to catch the attackers. (Harrogate 
Advertiser 14.11.86) 


@ GIRL STUDENT TORMENTED 


Two 17-year-old Cambridge youths verbally 
abused a 16-year-old Pakistani student. She 
dropped her shopping, but despite shouts for 
help, no one came to her aid. Mark Mills and 
Colin Adam both admitted using words likely to 
stir up racial hatred. They were each fined £50. 
Magistrates at Cambridge said the pair should be 
ashamed of themselves. (New Life 7.11.86) 


@ PROCTOR — THE ENEMY WITHIN 


Further evidence that those with extreme right- 
wing views are represented in the House of 
Commons was provided by a recent speech by 
Harvey Proctor MP. 

Proctor claimed that “non whites” in Britain are 
a potential source of treason if Britain was in 
conflict with a “non white” state. He blamed black 
people for the rising crime figures, and said that 
when black MPs are elected, their loyalty will be 
to the black community. 

Proctor made his speech about “potential 
disloyalty” a week after several hundred black 
people who had fought for Britain in the World 
Wars had marched in the Remembrance Day 
parade. (The Weekly Gleaner 25.11.86) 


@ FILTH 


The former chairman of the Oldham branch of the 
National Front has appeared before magistrates 
accused of sending human excrement to local 
councillors and officials. John Butler, (18), of 
Fitton Hill, faces a series of charges relating to 
sending obscene and noxious substances. Butler 
and fellow Front member David Probert, (24), of 
Oldham, are also accused of inciting others to 
commit criminal damage by encouraging the 
spray painting of slogans around the town. Both 
men were released on bail. (Oldham Evening 
Chronicle 11.11.86) 


@ BURNING POTENTIAL 


The National Front have started distributing 
books of matches with their logo on the cover. A 
“Never Say Die” motto is included. (Oldham 
Evening Chronicle 10.11.86) 


FROM RAGS TO RAGS 


EDDY Morrison, the nazi who has set up and 
joined more nazi organisations than most of 
us have had hot dinners, is at it again. 
Morrison, a diminutive thug and travel agent 
now resident in Wakefield, has started 
publishing a new broadsheet. 

Laughably named Truth, it is anti-black, 
anti-Jewish, anti-Labour, anti-democratic 
and clearly illegal. 

This tatty duplicated rag bears the imprint 
of the Imperium Press and operates from Box 
40, Wakefield, Yorkshire. The box number 
belongs to Mr Morrison and K Boyer at 90 
Chantry Road, Lupset, Wakefield. 

Ashort time ago Morrison was fihrer of his 
own National Action Party — 30 men and two 
dogs — before he was expelled for 
drunkenness. Now, if his other mailouts are 
anything to go by, he is back with the 
National Front and is sending out its material 
as well as his own. 

Morrison’s past record in the National 
Action Party, the National Front, the National 
Democratic Freedom Movement and British 
Movement has been one of political failure 
accompanied by a lot of violence inflicted on 
anyone with whom he disagreed. One of his 
closest associates over the years has been 
Joe Short, synagogue arsonist, infiltrator 
into the Liberal Party, friend of bomber Tony 
East, aka Lecomber, and a leading exponent 
of the black arts of satanism. 

But Morrison’s new rag has a bright future 
ahead of it. The Director of Public 
Prosecutions is about to receive a copy. 


MY NAME IS BOND, 
CHARLES BOND 


MAYBE it is something in the soil in Essex, 
but the Tory Party there seems to sprout a 
disproportionate number of former nazis 
compared to other parts of the country. Last 
year we exposed Southend Tories Messrs 
Collard and Paveley with their former NF, 
nazi and Mosleyite associations. We now 
present you with Charles Bond, chairman of 
Barking Conservative Party. 

Mr Bond is in his sixties, so his actions 
cannot be put down to the errors of youth. 

in October 1974 he was the National Front 
parliamentary candidate for Barking. 
According to local press reports he stood on 
a strong anti-immigrant platform. He was 


General Election: REDBRIDGE, WANSTEAD & WOODFORD 
Don't let them betray your children’s future... 


BRITAIN IS WORTH FIGHTING FOR 


says CHARLES BOND your National Front candidate 


CHARLES BOND is 58 years old and is employed by Reuters, the Fleet Street news agency. He joined 
the National Front six years ago and was a founder member of its Barking Branch, where he was 
Chairman for four years. During the war Charles Bond saw active service with the RAF. He is a 
staunch opponent of the Common Market and is the only candidate in this election who says: “Get 
Britain out of the EEC now. We don’t want rocketing food prices and foreign rule from Brussels!” 
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shown by this topical placard. 


beaten by Jo Richardson, the Labour MP, and 
polled a paltry 4.9% of the votes, losing his 
deposit. 

In those days he worked for Reuters, the 
press agency. 

The address he gave, a house in Southwold 
Drive, Barking, is where he still lives today. 

We at Searchlight are broadminded and 
could have forgiven the Conservative Party 
the error of taking into its ranks a man who 
had stood as an NF candidate more than ten 
years earlier. But on further investigation we 
found that Mr Bond has stood again for the 
fascists in 1979 — this time in Wanstead and 
Woodford, a few miles away. 

We are sure this is just the kind of official 
the Tories need in the run up to a possible 
general election later this year. 

Our only message to you, Mr Bond, is 
spook off. 


SUFFOLK PUNCHLINES 


FROM the frontline in North Carolina to a 
farmyard in Suffolk, we bring you a tale 
which spans oceans and crosses the divide 
between conservatism and _ national 
socialism. 

Frontline is the latest publication on offer 
from the American co-thinkers of the 
Strasserite British NF. Indeed, it takes its 
name, the Southern National Front, from our 
own homegrown nazis, and some of its 
contributors are better known on this 


Visitors to London’s Barbican centre contra bash didn’t get an entirely warm welcome as 


sceptred isle than in the New World. Ted 
Budden, for instance, is a member of 
Brighton NF, and Joe Pearce, when he’s not 
in the slammer, is reputed to hang around 
East Anglia trying to put down roots through 
the sturdy soles of his Doctor Martins. Much 
of the paper’s other content is made up of 
reprints from US nazi papers like National 
Vanguard and Instauration. 

The NF through, is a particular source of 
inspiration; so much so that our old chum 
Gary Gallo, who spend much of this year in 
the UK whipping the Front’s party 
organisation into line, devotes a whole two 
pages to a pictoral tribute to ‘the cream of 
British youth’. Guess who he means. 

One photograph is particularly 
illuminating. It shows (see p.10) three 
‘recruits’ to the NF adopting an ‘at ease’ but 
distinctly military posture, as a clipboard- 
wielding, fit-looking young NCO-type directs 
their activities. According to the caption, 
‘Barricks (sic) in the back of photo’. 

The ‘barricks’ is no less than the converted 
barn of the Nick Griffin family farm 
at Halesworth in Suffolk, where 
accommodation for young ‘political soldiers’ 
has been constructed and where training 
‘seminars’ and camps are conducted. And it 
all reeks of the paramilitary air which we 
have been saying for months now infests 
every part of the Front’s political activities. 

But, and here’s where the story really 
comes home, the same address doubles up 
as a contact point for local Conservatives, 
amongst whon,, it appears, Nicholas Griffin's 
father Edwin still counts himself. No sooner 
are the rucksacks, survival aids and God- 
knows-what-else cleared away, than the 
Halesworth Area Conservative Association 
Women’s Section moves in for a coffee 
morning. 

But not all is tranquil in this rural retreat. 
The local Front branch has recently tried to 
pass a vote of no-confidence in its most 
prominent member — no less than Griffin 
minor himself. He was saved by a 6-4 vote in 
his favour, but, if rumours are to be believed, 
the two votes which saved his neck might 
seriously embarrass local Tories if their 
indentities were made known. Watch this 
space. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


Swedish nazi organisation’s 


links to Britain 


Members of the newly-formed Swedish 
nazi organisation, the Swedish Party, 
already have links with their counter- 
parts in the British NF. 


This disturbing fact was revealed by the 
nazis themselves in conversations with 
Searchlight journalists who attended a 
Swedish Party demonstration in Stockholm 
at the end of November. 

The nazis, mainly skinheads, were out in 
force and were under near para-military 
discipline for their march through central 
Stockholm. 

They told Searchlight that they had 
regularly visited Britain and had stayed 
with NF members. The NF’s grubby 
Croydon bookshop and the King’s Cross 
area were, they said, popular meeting 
places. 

Any doubts were soon settled by further 
evidence in the form of the National 
Front’s stickers, which are to be found 
plastered all over many of the Swedish 
capital’s underground railway stations. 

This confirmation of international fascist 
connections was emphasised at gatherings 
held for Searchlight speakers who were in 
Sweden for 12 days at the invitation of the 
Swedish SOS Racism and Stop Racism 
movements. 

Highlights of the trip were the public 
meeting in Gothenburg, which filled the 
city’s Library Theatre, meetings at the 
giant Volvo plant in the city and visits to 
schools in all the cities, where teachers and 
school students spoke movingly of their 
worry at the emergence of classroom 
racism. 
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Far right activities 


The Federal Bureau of Investigation is 
continuing its search for two members 
of the extreme right Aryan Nations 
group wanted for bank robberies in 


Illinois and Indiana last year. In 
addition, following the arrests of Aryan 
Nations activists reported last month, 
police are _ investigating possible 
connections with supporters of the 
White Patriot Party arrested in North 
Carolina for planning to rob a Pizza Hut 
in order to raise funds to finance the 
murder of anti-racists. 

Following the conviction of leading 
figures for paramilitary activities, White 
Patriot Party spokesman Cecil Cox has 
announced the organisation’s 
disbandment. Another North Carolina- 
based group, the White Knights of Liberty, 
has announced its intention to operate in 
secret following the conviction of members 
for violent activities. A third organisation 
in the area, the Christian Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan, recently set up by Virgil Griffin 
(who was involved in the 1979 Greensboro 
massacre of anti-Klan demonstrators) has 
intensified its public activities and 
observers have suggested that in part this is 
aimed at recruiting former members of the 
White Patriots and White Knights. 

Elsewhere in the Klan, the Invisible 
Empire KKK has denounced attempts to 


ROUND-UP 


infiltrate the organisation by rival racist 
groupings. In particular, it is concerned by 
former Invisible Empire activist Bill 
Albers, now with ex-Klansman Tom 
Metzger’s White Aryan Resistance. Albers 
announced at the recent Aryan Nations 
congress his intention to recruit in areas 
where the: Invisible Empire has been 
troubled by internal disputes. The Empire 
has elected a new leader, James Farrands, 
unusually for the Klan a northern Catholic, 
who in an interview with the London Times 
described his Klan as a “bona fide political 
party” with a programme including the 
partition of the USA, economic 
protectionism against Japan and_ the 
sterilisation of “single-parent women after 
their second child”. As a “respectable 
political movement”, he told _ the 
interviewer, his Klan disassociated itself 
from people such as the British National 
Front who had written to him advocating 
the use of terrorism. 

Following last month’s report on legal 
action against followers of ultra-rightist 
Lynon LaRouche, it has since been learned 
that former Klansman Roy Frankhouser, 
since 1975 LaRouche’s security consultant, 
has decided to co-operate with the Justice 
Department’s case. 


“TTALY 


‘Nazi’ students’ trial 


The trial has opened in Verona of two 
students alleged to have killed fifteen 
people and injured others between 1977 
and 1984 as part of a nazi-inspired 
‘purification’ of society. 

Wolfgang Abel, 27, and Marco Furlan, 
26, are accused of setting fire to a sex 
cinema and a nightclub, attempting to set 
fire to a disco and a number of individual 
murders. The individual victims included 
drug addicts, a prostitute, a hippy and a 
friar. The murders were particularly 
horrific — the hippy was petrol-bombed in 
his sleeping-bag, the friar killed by an awl 
decorated with a crucifix hammered into 
his skull. Each of the killings were carried 
out by a person or persons using the name 
Ludwig and swastika symbols. 


SOUTH AFRICA 


White rule rally 


Some 3,000 Afrikaners attended a recent 
ceremony near Krugersdorp to renew a 
nineteenth-century ‘covenant with God’ to 
preserve a white-ruled state in South 
Africa. The ceremony, organised by the 
ultra-rightist Afrikaner Weerstands- 
beweging (Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement) was addressed by its leader, 
Eugene Terre’blanche, who told the rally 
that the Afrikaners “were the chosen 
people of the world”. 


Cart CAMPAIGN AGAINST. 
RACISM & FASCISM 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London’s anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 


discussed. 


EXORCISING THE ANTI-RACIST DEMON 


The New Right again went on the 
attack in 1986 against black people, 
the left and, especially, ‘anti- 
racism’. This has been evidenced in 
the tabloid press where ‘barmy 
Brent’, ‘race spies’ and ‘Baa Baa 
Green Sheep’ were lampooned for 
weeks on end. But there was an 
important new development in 1986 
— an articulation by the New Right 
of what it believes racism actually is 
and a use of this definition to 
discredit anti-racist policies. And to 
put this across, the New Right did 
not just use right-wing magazines 
like the Spectator or the Salisbury 
Review, but also branched out into 
television.* Then, in the last month 
of 1986 it mustered all its forces to 
bring out a book of essays, each of 
which attacks anti-racism.** 


What has propelled the New Right into this 
paroxysm of activity is the increasing 
acceptance of the concept. of 
institutionalised racism by local 
authorities, especially in the field of 
education. Beneath the flowery language, 
the philosophical casuistry and the avowed 
outrage about injustice, in the work of the 
New Right lurks the belief that 
institutionalised racism is a_ political 
concept which calls into question the 
institutions, structures and culture of 
British society. According to John Marks, 
lecturer at North London Polytechnic, 
Baroness Caroline Cox’s former colleague, 
and a compiler of the new book, it is ‘little 
more than a weapon for attacking British 
society and for producing political 
agitation’. 

The New Right’s definition of racism is 
most clearly explicated by Antony Flew, 
philosophy professor and founder member 
of the Council of the Freedom Association 
and of the Education Group of the right- 
wing Centre for Policy Studies. For him, 
‘racist behaviour’ ‘intentionally advantages 
or disadvantages someone for no other or 
better reason than that he or she happens to 
be a member of one particular racial set 


* Channel 4, Diverse Reports, “The Anti- 
racist Tendency’, was transmitted on 16 
July 1986. 

** Anti-racism: an assault on education and 
value, edited by Frank Palmer 
(Sherwood Press, 1986) includes 
contributions from Caroline Cox, David 
Dale, Antony Flew, Tom Hastie, Ray 
Honeyford, Roy Kerridge, John Marks 
and Roger Scruton. 


rather than another’. Racist behaviour, so 
defined, is ‘manifestly evil’ because it is 
‘manifestly unjust’. Ray Honeyford, called 
in as expert witness for Libertarian Right 
reporter Christine Chapman in the Diverse 
Reports programme, emphasised that 
‘racism is a moral problem’. As such, he 
went on to explain, there is no place for 
anti-racism in the school curriculum. 
“Would you like me to have courses on anti- 
mugging or anti-rape or anti-murder?’, he 
demanded rhetorically. 

By emphasising the individual, the 
intentional and the moral dimensions to 
racism, the New Right believes that it has 
excommunicated ‘institutionalised racism’. 
In fact, it goes so far as to argue (quite 
inaccurately*) that its own definition of 
racism has always been the correct one — 
and has only recently been altered by 
politically-motivated anti-racists for their 
own sinister ends. ‘Institutionalised racism’ 
cannot exist, the New Right maintains, 
because only individuals are capable of 
racism. An institution cannot have an 
intention, nor can it have a lapse of 
morality. ‘Institutionalised racism’ is thus a 
‘repellent’ notion. 


Blaming the victims 


But the arguments marshalled against 
institutionalised racism go _ further. 
According to writers like Flew and 
Honeyford, those who allege such racism 
confuse ‘inequality of outcome’ with 
‘inequality of opportunity’. If black 
children underachieve at school, the anti- 
racists accuse the educational system of 
‘institutionalised racism’ or of not giving 
black children‘access’ to the full range of 
educational opportunity. But, says Flew, 
there are another set of reasons for 
underachievement. It could stem from 
‘racial set membership’ or cultural factors. 
In other words, the New Right blames the 
victims. It looks for the cause of 
underachievement not in society but in 
black people themselves. For Flew there 
are ‘genetically determined’ differences 
between ‘racial sets’ and to accept such 
differences does not make one racist. When 
Arthur Jensen wrote that black Americans 
had a lower IQ than whites, he did not 
mean that all blacks were thick. (Why then, 
we could ask, were his findings of any use 
or interest?) It stands to reason, for Flew, 
that if Jews are over represented in Nobel 
Prize awards and blacks in basket-ball 
teams, then there are racial or cultural 
explanations for it. 


* See, for example Ken Leech ‘Diverse 
Reports and the meaning of racism’ in 
Race and Class (Autumn 1986) 


Hints of a cultural hierarchy? 


For Flew it is grotesque that cultures are 
‘equally “good”’ or ‘equally “valid”’. Some 
cultures are quite simply more 
‘instrumentally valuable’ than others. 
Anti-racists, by imposing multi-culturalism 
and insisting that we appreciate all 
cultures, are precluding investigation into 
the ‘instrumental efficiency of cultures’. 
Flew does not say which cultures are most 
‘good’ or ‘valid’, but there is an implication 
in the works of some of the New Right that 
Anglo-Saxon culture comes near the top of 
the list. Scruton believes that the openness 
of British culture is a long-established 
feature, And it ‘prepares children for the 
mobile, mixed society to which they are 
destined far more effectively than does, for 
example, the culture of modern Pakistan’. 
This argument would seem to deny the 
existence of racism as part of Anglo-Saxon 
culture and its influence in closing off social 
opportunities to black people. 

Caroline Cox’s attack on the ‘cultural 
relativism’ which has swept our society and 
reduced everything ‘to an_ intellectual 
quicksand’ with no ‘independent criteria’ 
for intellectual ‘reference points’ or ‘moral 
evaluation’ also takes as its starting point 
the unquestioned value of British culture. 
‘Western civilisation is now the target of 
constant attack’ in our institutions, she 
writes. We have to look at the criticism but, 
in the final analysis, consider ‘whether we 
want to cherish and defend what is good’. 

Not surprisingly, the New Right, which 
stresses the importance of examining 
cultural and racial differences, objects to 
the use of the term ‘black’ to describe black 
people. Disregarding the fact that this 
might be how Afro-Caribbeans and Asians 
choose to describe themselves, it accuses 
anti-racists of using the term ‘black’ for all 
kinds of ulterior reasons for example, to 
obscure the differential socio-economic 
and educational performances between 
different non-white groups; to imply 
falsely, that all minority groups are equally 
badly off, and to deny to people the 
possibility of doing anything about white 
racism. According to such convoluted 
thinking, the term ‘black’ makes people 
into hapless victims! 


Anti-racists accused of imposing 
equality 

Flew et al are not resorting to old-fashioned 
ideas about cultural superiority and genetic 
racial difference because they are 
necessarily full of racial hostility. Rather, 
they want to forestall the types of social 
intervention which they believe an 
acceptance of institutionalised racism 
would demand. The lynchpin of New Right 
thinking, and the context in which we have 
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to understand its attempts to reduce 
‘institutionalised racism’ to a figment of the 
left’s imagination, is that the pursuit of 
equality is in conflict with the pursuit of 
freedom. And the New Right claims to 
protect freedom. 

The core of the New Rights’s argument is 
that anti-racists infer that there is an 
inequality of opportunity because they find 
there is an inequality of outcome. And 
hence the anti-racists, claims the New 
Right in a flagrant non-sequitor, aim 
artificially and mechanically to impose an 
equality of outcome. Through the 
mechanical devices of quotas and positive 
discrimination, anti-racists will force a 
situation where the proportion of black 
people in any institution — from the 
judiciary to string orchestras — is identical 
to their proportion in society. And that, 
according to the New Right, is racism, 
because it is intentional. Honeyford terms 
the attempt ‘to institutionalise racial 
equality’ benign racism. 

But, none of this of course, is what anti- 
racists do argue. What anti-racists do say is 
that there is racism in this society and it has 
to be combated — it has to be dismantled 
from our institutions. 


Nature, not nurture 

The New Right invokes such specious 
arguments because it stands stoutly against 
the idea that we are conditioned by our 
surroundings. The New Right rejects what 
Flew calls ‘a belief in environmental 


Throughout 1986, ‘law and order’ has 
become a major political issue with key 
Tory politicians speaking out against 
lawless black communities and the press 
mounting vitriolic campaigns for 
tougher penalties against offenders and 
a return to capital punishment. The 
police have not been content to stay 
silent; they argue that they need more 
powers, more resources and more 
officers to fight crime. 


With all the mounting rhetoric about 
black lawlessness, many of the vital social 
problems that face inner-city areas — 
poverty, unemployment, urban decay — 
are obscured, seldom if ever being linked to 
problems of crime. Likewise, the fact that 
many of the actions police categorise as 
crime are merely reactions to brutal and 
heavy-handed policing is conveniently 
glossed over. 

But what is particularly worrying is the 
readiness of the Labour Party to jump on 
the Tory bandwagon (Labour argues that 
it is the real party of law and order) and the 
obvious embarrassment at members of its 
own black constituency who persist in 
supporting the struggles of black people 
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omnipotence’ and the idea ‘that human 
beings are infinitely malleable’. To accept 
institutional racism would be to accept the 
impact of society on a section of the 
population’s life-chances. 

For the New Right, everyone has 
equality of opportunity. It is plain for all to 
see and need not be argued about. ‘We are 
a free and open society’, writes Honeyford. 
‘Access to the franchise, the welfare state, 
the education system, the press and the 
courts is available to all.” Many of the New 
Right invoke the freedom attached to the 
free market society — the freedom to pull 
oneself up by one’s bootstraps, freedom to 
achieve or fail in society. 

In such a view of freedom or of equality 
of opportunity there is, of course, no 
conception that social factors such as class, 
education, wealth or gender determine the 
nature of freedom or opportunity. Why, 
then, should the issue of race be any 
different? For the New Right, the black 
person is born to equal opportunity — 
barring the little matter of genes (which 
you cannot alter) and culture (where you 
can opt to be ‘British’). Just as 
institutionalised racism does not exist, nor 
does ‘racial disadvantage’. There is no 
sense of history in the New Right’s 
worldview, no room for the notion about 
black people having been discriminated 
against over time, in the jobs they could 
get, the housing they could live in, the 
education they could get for their children, 
and so on. We all start as individuals on a 
tabula rasa. 


against police harassment. At the Labour 
Party Conference in September the issue of 
police accountability was treated only as a 
side issue. Instead, the intention was to 
focus on issues of crime and crime 
prevention and to argue for more support 
for police-led schemes. At a time when the 
police are increasing their reliance on 
sophisticated technology, Labour has 
actually supported the introduction of 
surveillance techniques (like videos and 
close-circuit TVs) on housing estates. Their 
attitude has also been reflected in party 
political broadcasts that have attempted to 
sell Labour’s package on crime prevention 
in a bid to win popularity — the votes. 
Within the Labour Party there seems to 
be no recognition of the many creative and 
exciting schemes to counter crime and 
promote community safety — schemes 
pioneered by black communities 
themselves and which offer a radical re- 
definition of what crime actually 
constitutes and how to counter it. Black 
people are never seen as part of the 
working-class, advancing their concerns, 
but as ‘lumpen’, muggers and criminals 
preying on the rest of decent white society. 
In reality, black communities are just as 
concerned about crime as anyone else, but 


Upholding individual freedom 


The New Right accuses the anti-racists of 
meddling with nature so as to make people 
‘equal’. We stand accused of trammelling 
the individual’s freedom — which includes 
the freedom to be ‘unequal’. In trying to 
impose a false equality (the New Right’s 
interpretation of the aim of anti-racists), we 
are placing collective rights above 
individual rights. In the New Right’s 
thinking, there is no conception of social 
injustice — only individual injustice. 

The New Right’s thinking on race cannot 
be attacked as though it were just a variant 
of the fascist right’s hatred of blacks. In this 
latest 1986 version, the New Right has even 
departed from its former argument that it is 
natural to prefer one’s own kind. (Though 
Christine Chapman keeps this pot on the 
boil, referring to ‘the  individual’s 
instinctive fear of the unfamiliar’.) The 
New Right’s purpose is not to tackle the 
issue of race, or the presence of black 
people in Britain, but anti-racism itself. It 
views the concept of ‘institutionalised 
racism’ as an evil genie which has escaped 
its bottle, for what the genie does is to call 
into question our institutions, our 
structures and our culture. It raises 
problems about class and power. It has a 
strong moral appeal but a_ political 
implication. By redefining racism, by 
calling itself ‘non-racist’, by branding the 
enemy as marxist or totalitarian, the New 
Right shows how desperately it wishes to 
return the genie to the bottle and recork it 
there for ever. 


because their experience of police-led 


schemes is that they are used for 
surveillance and to criminalise black 
people, they are forced to rely on their own 
strategies of fighting crime. 


The struggle for community 
safety 


Throughout 1986, black people struggling 
for a life free from attack have again and 
again pointed to the cosmetic nature of 
police community schemes — consultative 
committees, racial harassment panels are 
designed more to legitimate police 
operations against black communities than 
to act for their physical protection and well- 
being. 

In Newham, east London, black youth 
organised to defend their community 
against the street crime which gets the least 
priority: racial attacks. Youth there have 
taken on the role which should have been 
performed by police: monitoring attacks, 
giving protection to the vulnerable 
members of the community, confronting 
the white gangs who were terrorising 
school-children. And these kinds of 
initiatives have been taken up _ by 
independent monitoring groups across 
London and elsewhere who set up 24-hour 
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emergency hot lines to protect the victims 
of racist attacks and aid those experiencing 
police harassment. In some areas, the 
Labour Party has sought to set up its own 
hot-lines through the local council — but 
because the council does not enjoy the 
same respect that grassroots organisations 
win through their commitment to anti- 
racism, the schemes to do not amount to 
much. 


Working to improve the 
community and campaigning 
against official neglect 

One of the most important reports to be 
published in 1986 was the findings of Lord 
Gifford’s enquiry into the disturbances at 
Broadwater Farm in October 1985. What 
the report revealed was, no matter how 
desperate a community’s situation, no 
matter how dreadful the conditions on a 
housing estate, it is possible to get over the 
isolation, despair and mistrust caused by 
neglect and decay if you have an energetic, 
creative and caring band of people willing 
to take on the burden of effecting change 
for all. It also shows that the struggle for a 
better environment free from the fear of 
crime is inextricably linked to the fight 
against government cuts and _ official 
neglect. 


Broadwater Farm Youth 
Association set up 

When the Broadwater Farm Youth Asso- 
ciation was started in 1981 by about 
thirty young black people and parents, the 
estate was in a mess. Built in 1973, it had 
suffered from structural faults and chronic 
neglect. A spiral of disrepair, dilapidation, 
vandalism and crime had set in, leading to 
the estate gaining a dreadful reputation as a 
dump for homeless and ‘problem’ families. 
The Youth Association worked to provide 
facilities for youth, a day nursery and other 
facilities for mothers and young children, 
and meals and outings for old age 
pensioners — in other words, to provide a 
community infrastructure which would 
reverse this spiral. It set up food and 
vegetable, hairdressing and launderette co- 
ops, and instituted an annual festival for the 
estate and the neighbourhood. The local 
authority, Haringey, and the GLC 
responded with sensitivity, imagination 
and funding. A neighbourhood housing 
office was set up on the estate to respond to 
tenants’ repairs, management and housing 
benefit problems, and security in the blocks 
was improved in line with the tenants’ own 
demands. The results of this partnership 
were dramatic. ‘In 1978,’ reported a 
Department of Environment researcher, 
‘there was not a single pane of communal 
glass intact on the estate. In 1984, there was 
not a single pane not intact — there was no 
broken glass anywhere.’ And the crime 
rate went down too — for burglaries and 
thefts from and of vehicles by over 50% 
between 1982-3 and 1984-5. 


Liverpool 

A similar pattern has emerged in 
Liverpool 8, another area that the media 
like to portray as a haven of criminality. All 
sections of the community there — both 


black and white — speak of the 
neighbourhood with warmth. Since the 
uprising of 1981, the black community has 
worked to improve its situation: initiatives 
include a black employment bureau to try 
to dent the 90% black unemployment 
figure, and a neighbourhood law centre. 

The residents’ attitude to serious crime is 
expressed in a large painted sign on a wall 
reading, “This is Toxteth, not Croxteth! No 
smack — strictly ganja only!’ When a team 
of heroin pushers infiltrated the area, black 
youths kept them under observation for a 
while, then carried out their own policing 
operation: 150 of them destroyed the 
team’s base and physically drove them out 
of the area. 


Standing firm on principles of 
anti-racism and police 


accountability 

All of the three areas mentioned above, far 
from being commended by the police, have 
been singled out for surveillance and 
military style policing. In Newham, Asian 
youth who defend the community from 
racist attacks, have been placed under 
police surveillance. In Tottenham, the 
community has been quite literally 
punished for its failure to fall into line with 
police schemes, and in Liverpool, officers 
of the Operational Support Divisions have 
been known to drive their vehicles fast up 
and down the pavements of Granby Street. 


“The Labour Party seems 
far happier supporting 


police-led schemes...” 

Yet the response of the Labour Party to 
these very real achievements is to ignore 
them. The Labour Party seems far happier 
supporting police-led schemes that attempt 
to manipulate and divide communities 
rather than side with a black constituency 
that might lose them white votes. Indeed, 
the Labour Party has time and time again 
attempted to gain votes by appealing to 
people’s insecurities and fears about crime. 
Witness its Party Political Broadcast that 
featured a little white girl cowering down a 
dimly lit alley and being approached by a 
dark stranger. Many of the leaflets put 
during the local election campaigns harped 
on about muggers and rapists in a way that 
plays directly into the hands of groups like 
the National Front. 


Building socialism 

The truth is that socialism cannot be built 
upon fear — a ‘realistic’ policy on ‘law and 
order’ that plays on people’s fears and 
insecurities is no policy at all. Nor will the 
Labour Party win the confidence of its 
black constituency by falling in line with 
multi-agency schemes that legitimate 
police operations, endorse racist myths, 
and set one section of the community off 
against another. Only when Labour 
recognises that the centre of community 
policing must be the community, only when 
it sees that black people can be initiators, 
and not just the objects of such policing 
only when it puts its security, its multi- 
agency and its accountability policies in the 
context of a strong community based anti- 
racist strategy, will it begin to be part of the 
process of change in the inner city. 
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area round-up 


A monthly non-evaluative account 
of racist activity drawn from the 
IRR’s press cuttings of national and 
local newspapers. 


TOP COP IN ‘COONS’ ROW 


Commander Brian Sparks, a former head 
of Scotland Yard’s police complaints 
committee, is alleged to have said the 
phrase “‘coons go home” should be used 
on signs to disperse people leaving the 
Notting Hill carnival. Following a police 
inquiry the DPP has ruled out criminal 
charges but disciplinary action is being 
considered. (Sun 1.12.86) 


RACE CHECKS ON JOBLESS 


Kenneth Clarke, the Employment 
Minister, has announced plans to monitor 
the racial backgrounds of all those on the 
unemployment register. Pilot schemes are 
shortly to be set up in Leeds, Nottingham, 
and Birmingham. According to the 
Government the idea is to monitor the 
extent of unemployment amongst blacks 
and the degree to which they are helped 
by government employment schemes. 
(Times 4.12.86) 


SECRET PROBE INTO ANTI- 
APARTHEID MOVEMENT 


A secret syndicate of UK companies with 
South African links has been set up by 
Control Risks, a top British security 
consultancy to investigate the “potential 
violent threat” from the anti-apartheid 
movement. The company’s director list 
and advisory council includes Sir Robert 
Mark, a former Metropolitan Police 
Commander, Lord Soames, a former 
Governor-General of Rhodesia and ex- 
leader of the House of Lords. The 
company is currently completing a secret 
study on whether the anti-apartheid 
movement will “operate with increasing 
violence against multi-national corporate 
targets”. (Observer 7.12.86) 


NO EVICTION FOR 
HARASSMENT FAMILY 


A county court has rejected the 
arguments of a London council who are 
attempting to evict a family who have 
allegedly conducted a campaign of racial 
harassment against their Asian 
neighbours. The judge accepted that 
Frank Hawkins, aged 17, was guilty of 
“indefensible” behaviour, but the 
incidents, which began in June last year, 
did not amount to a campaign of racial 
persecution. (Guardian 7.11.86) 
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Cart CAMPAGN AGANST ta CALENDAR OF RACISM CAE CAYPSGN AGANST 
CEE RACISM 8 FASCISM He AND RESISTANCE 1986 eT RACISM & FASCISM 


ae : oe 19 Four Asian taxi drivers attacked in Bradford. 29 Police in clash with 75 youths in Cardiff's 
eC 22 ~ Nodisciplinary charges to be taken against police dockland. —rr———E 
P y7 on orn ” who searched Cynthia Jarret’s Tottenham home 
onitoring organisations in London. — : 5 ree ee ee eS 
in October ’85. SEPTEMBER i 
engali pupils at Morpeth school in Tower . 
: Hamlets stage mass walkout after a wave of racist Government announces that visitors from India, 
_ : a tta ks. at the school MAY RE a ae ee Pakistan, Bangladesh, Ghana and Nigeria will 
—r—e O ctober ’85 ‘riots’ were pre-planned. Bradford area in protest against attacks. 11/12 Police clash with black youth in St. Paul’s, Bristol, 
knife by a gang of racists in Tower Hamlets. level of racist attacks is ‘worryingly large’. 17 Thirteen-year-old Ahmed Iqbal Ullah stabbed to 
|—680 19 people arrested in police ‘passport raid’ on 29 Martin Avery cleared of manslaughter of death in a school playground in Manchester. 
Liber ty’s departmen { stove, London. Kabinder Kaur Hayre. 28 Three black youths stabbed by a mob of 40 white 
29 _— Bristol teacher Jonathan Savery cleared of youths in Mitcham, south London. 


FEBRUARY RNA EES. allegations of racism by Avon and Somerset (4.7 0p¢R gE 


education authority after writing an article for the 

5 Black teacher, Lorna Lucas, awarded £26,000 Salisbury Review. 4 East London march commemorates 50th 
damages against Metropolitan police. anniversary of Cable Street. 

7 One hundred black and white youth attack police RUBE ea ae ee ae 8 Anthony Lemard dies in police custody. 


9 Notting Hill’s black community march in protest 


car during disturbances in St. Paul’s Bristol. 18 
over the death of Anthony Lemard. 


Home Secretary announces restrictions on MPs, sone (re revert shows Dinck prope tore 


; ; — ; likely to be jailed than whites and to receive longer 
rights to intervene in immigration cases. een ces ’ 14 Chaos at Heathrow, Terminal 3, as new visa 


Publication of A Different Reality the independent : : scheme introduced 

: : 20 Two Asia murdered in Wolverh ton. . 
report into the 1985 Handsworth ‘riots’. o_O eeee—o__e | 23 High Court orders Bristol newspapers to hand 
Over 250 Haringey council workers in one day = 5 )| Y over pletderaphs of Hrtiol diseuWances of 1117 


strike in protest against police harassment and September to police. 


racist abuse on Broadwater Farm. 3 In his Public Order Review police commissioner 
_ Kenneth Newman warns that plastic bullets, CS ‘OVEMCER ee a eS 
_ . MARCH ERRERRRNENR CRORE NE gas and armoured vehicles could be used if 1 Hassan Muller acquitted in Broadwater Farm 
_ Ree : Ce ‘riot’ after jury told how he was forced to confess 
5 Sudhir Patel murdered in Wembley. 7 Publication of report of the Gifford inquiry into stint dati : 
. Bristol students call for dismissal of Sun columnist the Broadwater F ‘riot’ by unrest and eo 
- », ofessor John Vincent. € pronewates Farm 70 : : 5 Inquest jury delivers verdict of misadventure over 
SS Four Metropeltt Pa = ‘ sort 10 National anti-deportation demonstration held in the death of Anthony Lemard. 
te ae au policemen appear in cour London. 9  Anti-fascists march in rememberance of those 
17. John Tyndall and John Morse jailed for a year for who died fighting fascism. 


conspiracy to incite racial hatred.  . 
_ Afro-Caribbean premises raided for drugs in UL re ae 
Brixton and Handsworth. 8 — Annual report of Press Council says newspapers 

are in danger of encouraging or pandering to 


nN racial prejudice by ‘highly selective’ references to 


12 Police attempt ‘drugs raid’ on Broadwater Farm ‘race and colour’ in their stories. 
_ Youth Association. | A cartoon in the Sun showing a group of pigs 
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viel white family found 29 Police ‘raid’ black night club in Newham, east objecting to being called Arabs was described by o 


